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TUOL SLENG AS A PRISON

In Englssh, the woed “Thof Slewp ™ is recognized &= the location
whire the Democralss Kampuchea (IK) segine, mose comasonly known &s
the Khmer Foage (KR} regime, soi up a prison 1o detais mdividhaals aciused
of epposing Asphee. However, in the Khmer language, the word “Flsol Sleag ™
commoded 3 Ermble meaning i alself, I s perhegs only & sirange
coincidence Bt the KR rogame wsed IBn spedific loeakion 43 4 prson.

Mecendsg 1o the Khmer dictionany pobliched by the Khmer Buddbis:
Ieatigets in 167, the wond “Thel ™ is 2 noan [0 means the grousd that is higher
im bevel tham that around . The wéed  “Slenp™ cam be a noun and alse an
adjevtive. When the wond “Smg finctions as s adjective, & moans, “supplying
guil” (el e dat) of “heasing polson {died Aodet ooy s hoad) oF Tememy of
disease”™ fdel chea sat-trov ning rokl As 8 noen, “Sleng” measi the ten kinds of
indigenons Khmer poisonous trees. The first kind is “3feng Fhom” or “fig
Senp ™ San has & big menk, keaves, mnd ot The second npe is “Slmg K" or
“Shewgr Fine™ whizh i1 shaged alment e o vine with smadl fruie They se both
poisonous. Thorefoae, from the above tanshion we ¢an &a¢ that Tesl Sleng
literally means & poizonous hill or a place on 8 mousd % keop those whe bear or

supply gl [roward Angiar].

According (o documents dissovered by the Docamenlalios Cemter
of Comsbosdin, 5-21 was esiabdished at Tool Skeng in May 1974

S-0 or Tual Slenp was 1Be most tecret argan of the KR regisse,
.21 stamds For “Secority Office 21.° 5-21 was dnphor's presice
security instituiion, specifically designed for the interregaiion and
exlgrmanglsan o anti-Angkar elemenrs,

In 192, 521 was a high school called “Ponhea Farf™

High Seheanl, nemed afier 8 Royal ancestor of King Norodom Sihanouk.
[hming tha Lon Mol fegame, a repubbican regime hacked by the U5 gorvomiment
in the 1970s, the name was changed g0 Tuod Svay Proy High Schoal, Belund
ke schood fence, there were two wooden buildimgs with thatched roofs
Theie huildiegs were constroeted before 1970 as a primary school. Today all
of these baaildiags are called “Tia! STewg ™ amd Bormy parl of 1the moseam of
peraidal crimes.

Se21, located inm Tued Svay Prey gub-districl, sosth al Phnosa
Penh, covers an area of 600 x 400 meters. During the KR regime it wase
enclossd by twa folds of corrugated aron sheets, all eovered with dense,
elecirified barbed wire, 1o prevent anvone from cicaping the prson, Hoated
pround the four school budldings were wsed as administration, vlomogslisn

afed Moriure oflioes

hbgr branches of 5-21 were located cleewhero, One was 3-I1
korl, which was located in Ta Ehmao provincial tewn in Kandal provinee
sppth of Phnom Penbc another wis 5.21 flbory bocated o Prey Sar (n colonind
crn prason), wesd of Phascs Penh, is Dang Kor Distict, Kandal proviece,
%-21 fkhork was alse known as Office 24 and was used a5 a re-cducation camp
mat only for KR military Division 170, bur also for all kinds of people
ineluding mall members of 5-21, who were secused of miser crimes. 5-21
fikor) was responable for producing agricullural suppdSes. for the 5-21 comples

All the classrooms of Tuol Sleng high school were convered into
prisem celle ARl the wandows were enchoad By irom bars, and eovered with
eangled hashed womre o prevesd possible cacape by prisonors. The olaserooms
om the grousd fleor were divided into small cells, 0.8 x 2 meters each.
dessigmed for single preionere, The rooes on e o (oo of the Foer buadding,
cach measuring & x & metors, wong used a8 mass prsom cells. On the maddlc
floors of these baildings, celis were buik 10 hold female prizcasrs.

AL farst, the ingrmapationd were comdected in the housss around
k% prison. However, becaese women laken 80 the inlenogalion rooms were
often maped by ibe interrogaors, in 1978 the chiel of the 5:21, a former
beachesr namnsd Kasg Kok lew shas Comrade Doch, decnled o comven Buildiag
B for use ag an inlermgation office, as thiz made it easier to conlrml
the inlerrogation process.

The Secusity OiTice and #s branches were ender he ssthority of
the Central Commitice and the KB Minister of Defense. Comrade Son Sen
alias Khieu, whe appointed Commade Duch to head the 521 sysiom. Commade

Duch wis Borm as Kang Kek Beu in Cho Yok village, Chine Thiong

sub-dizireet, Eamposg Thom provence, He wak 2 mathematics

! iracher before he joined the Khmer Pouge.

According to Cambodia Seheslar, David Chandler, Kang Kek leu
woe a scholarship te Lycde Sisowath an the batg 1950s, s taught Bricfly in
his specialty: mathematics in Kampong Thom province with Comrade Mom
Way alsas Chas beloee going 16 Pedagogique, where Be Tell under the spell of
some Chinsds sludenls senl Fros Ching o leam Khsier Kaag Kek lgu also
taughd im his =pocialty in Kampong Cham province briefly bofore bamg
arresied as a Communist im 1965, Afier being released, he seemed o Bave
disappearcd o the wasds,

The Research Commitiee on Genocide of the Poople’s Republic of
Kampeshea (PRE) repomad @ 1783 ka8 opder 10 mManilion sesunly &5 00
masage all the activities in S-21 prisom azsd its branches, in 1976 the KR
regime emphoved & large staff divided inio 4 units responsiblie for 520,
.30 gha), 531 fRow) and 537 (Moel. The 4 units were:




A, Intcymal wonkloece ... 141
B, Oifis porsommel ... ...

. Inbernopation wanits . 3
0. Geneml workers ..o v 1,317

The nember of woskers in the 5-21 complex totaled 1,730, Most of the
“general workers” were snder confimement at Prey Sar

Withie esch unit, theie were several sub-uniic cenpaosad of male
and female childeen rangig fross 10w 15 wars of ape. These ¥oung hitden
were rned asd seleciod by he KR sogime to work as guards ab 5210, Most
ol them staried oul as normal bofione growing increasingly evil. They were
caccptionally cracl and disrespectful toward the prisoness asd their clders

There weee iwo management offices; one was Duch's office and
the other was the affice for intorrogation. documeniation amd general
adasinisration. 11 or injwred prisonors were treated by paramedies in theis
respective oolls. Treaimem was ovailable three mes per day. These were ne
Eavipital services inside the prison. The medicsl persoses| were uniraimed and
mostly children.

The viclims im the prison were taken from all pans of dee ooencry
am framn all walks of life. They were of differcm natlonaliies x5 incledad
Vicinamese, Laotiens, Thai, Indians, Pakisiasis, Brilish, Amscricans,
Canadians, Mew Sealasders, and Assiralizni, but the wast majority wore
Cambadsins. The eiviliza prisonene composed of workers, Fanmers, CRGEIETS,
pechniciam, incllocmls, profoescm, teachen, students, and  even  minissers
and daplomals. Morcover, whole families of the prissacrs, from
the bottom on wp. including their mewly Bors habdes, wese laken
there en masse o be exrsrmizaned.

Agcording 10 the KR reports found &1 Twol Sleng Archive, the
enflux and cetflux of prisoners From 1975 G0 Jume 19TE were recoeded on
fists, Same docsrsenis have disappeared. One repon estimated 1he unber of
primomers 2 folkows:
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3,083 prisoncrs

These figaies, walkag 10499, da ol ischade the number of childpem killed
by the KR regime @ 5-21, which was cstimated by the same repoat al 2,044,

The reports show thar in 1977 asd 1973, the priscs on average
held between [,200 and 1,500 prizscmcrs 2l amy lime. The dumtion of

imgeisonment ranged from 2 1o 4 months, although some imsestan politicel
prisiers werg hold befween & and 7 monchs.

The prisoners were kepl in thesr respective small oolls end shacklod
with ckaias fixed w the walls or the concrete floors. Prisoners held im ihe
lage mass ool had o or bath of therir begs shackled m shom or leng ploces
of iwon bar. The shor ion bar was
about 0.8 melers wp 0 1 meter
long, mnd was designed for 4
prizsosers, The |oagper ome was &
meters, asd held IO e 30
prisoness. Pritoncr wero fned b
the iron kar on alternaling sides,
sn they had to sleep with thefr
heads an opposaie difeeons.

Belore the prisoners
wore placed in tho cells ihey
were phatopraphed, and detmiled
biographies of their childiocd oy
1 the diles ol their affcsls were
reterdal Them ey were sirippod
1o their underwear. Everyihing was taien awny from them. The prisoncers
alept direcily om the floors withour any mars, mosgeile aek or Blaskqls

Every mormang at 4:30 am, all prisoncrs were bold #o remove their

shoris, down @ the ankles, for inspection by prison siaff. Then they were

(ol o iy soeme phovwical exercice jost by moving deetr hands and

4 begs up and doen for hall e Bossr, cven Besiigh their kgs remainel

resirained by iron bars. The poises slall mopected tie prisonsrs 4

imes et day; someames the isipeciian umit from the seaurity

affice mads a special check over the prisosers. During each

inspeciaom, the prasoners had 40 put their amms behisd thetr bacis and nl s

wam limw raise their legs so that the goards could cleek whether of not e

chackles were boose. IF loose, the shackles were seplaced. The prisoners Bad

w0 defecate inip small iron backets and wisaic inlo small pletic buckets kepi

in their cells, They were moguired to ask for permission from ibe prison

gaasde in sdvanie of reliaving themselves: otherwise, ey were Bealen of

they meoived 30 io 6 strokes with a whip ns puniskseent. In cach cell, the

repulations warg Pﬂilﬂd ofi amall predes ol Back Bard, The megulations: read
as fodlows:

I, Yisg musl answer secordingly o sy questions. Do nol bam them WY,
2, Do ot try o bide the facts by making pesiems of this ased that, You me
etriclky prohibited to coniest me.

3. Do not be o fionl fior you are o ehap whe darei 10 thwart the revolution.




4. You ewst immedisicly wawed my geestions wilhoot wisting ime so reflect
5, Do not el mee either abous vour immoralities or the revolution.

&, While pefting lashes or electrification you musi s ery w1 sll,

T. Do nothing. Sit =till and weit for my arders. IF thete i3 no onder, keep quiet.
When [ ask you o do somethasg, You mast do it ripht swy withoot protesting.
& i mol mrakr prosests shost Kampuchea Knom in onder i hide your jaw of e,
9. If you da nat Follow all the
above neles, you shall get mamy
lashcs of elecoic wire.

10, If you disokey amy podnt of
sy pegulaisesd wou sball pet other
wen laghes of Nive shacks of dlectric
dascharge.

The [REL TR WEFE
requirgd to abide By all the
repulations. To do anyihing, eves
b alier their posstioes whils wyang
oo sleep, e mmptes had [irsl Lo
aik permagnien fmem the posen
gards, Anyone breaching these
mules waos  severely  beaten.
Prizoners were bathed by being rousdsd up ksto 8 eollective room whore
tube of runmdng waler wae placed fEouch te winddw 1o splash waler oo thees
for & sheet 1ne, Dathing wan ircepelar. allowed only once every two oo three
daya, &nd somelicsss onco a foringhd. Unbygienic living comdilioas cansed
the prisoners (o becomse infected with diseases like shin rasies and vasiodis
pifer disesses. There was no mediciee For trestmenl
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TUOL SLENG AS A MUSEUM

In the wake of ite renevation following the fall of ibe Khmer
Reuge rogime, Twal Sleng. the hissorical meseum of gesoeide under the
Khmer Rouge regimee, opensd in 1990 and welkomes ihe public 1o comme ad
visil. Thousamds of visnors from maside the country and shroad have visited
Tual Skeng musaan. The visils developed in two phases:

= Mhass 1i Im the 19808, most visiiors were local people, whereas
Fareign visilors wese moslly from cerimin socinlisl counrries &1 Vielnam,
Sovict Uniom, Laos, Hungary, Poland, asd others from the Exstom blos,

* Phase I: Since the 1993 slection s=d the eatablishment of the Kinpdom
ol Cambodia, most of the visitess ra Tued Slesg smecum have come mainly

ltoms Tarwan, Japan, Francs. Gormany, Korea, the Uniced Stmies, asd sahes
nn comavanist couniries.

Abgut 50 people visit the museum om an sversge dey, Onge they
come B the Kimgdom of Cambedia, iouniss seldes miss wissting this komifying
cducational sise.

Al prciend, the meroam v Gecing many dhalleages and urgeet neads.
These indchadc:

I. Busldiag & fene of 6460 smeters in penimeler around i s onder o
protect amd proscive this compound of facteal istorical evidenee. Another
reasan for Building this fence & o preveni the sow increasisg sumber of
unauthorized house comsiructions: by squmiers in its compnnd

L Prescaving amd repasging ol its buildings: Moo thai 2l the museum’s
Euildings andd e fomer bukiegs of Teol Svey Feey High School, are over 40
v of mge. The comugated ioom and cemem she rol of the docrepit bildings
have many holes in them, sllowing For the passage of min te drip onbo the
ceilmgs. The ceilings semain wet For so long they have berome decayed sed
broken, The walls of the buildings are aleo dessaged decply, while Moo Bave
gradually broken up. The mameum should sor be kel withoul proper cane. [
require urgeet repairs g5 well 13 cemderalion that gims # preserving the form
ard deimll of the KE perisd

Y. Amanging the doremenintbon room in o proper technical sefling:
The curreni decumenistion room & just a siple one unsuitable for sioring
all the invalushle documents thal sre nabaally under threm of destroction By
peste and humadity, Tool Slong moseem does nol have even pewticide, The
réper documents are fuming yellowish and the ryped or band wrsica EEripls
bave foded to he point that they are hasdly legible. [T bef without
peoper care, they will mot sunvive in the holdings of the museum for

futz: Cambodian goncrations.

{Fiven these ciroarmsiances, the historical penocide museom Tool
sleng s seeliing aubwlssril funding snd support for pefurbishme d so @i this
mussizn can reach the standard of curment historical svaszums theouple: gthe
sl of the world. Fram 1979 unil 1589, part of the nxticsa] budgel was
always sllocated te Tusl Sleag mueseum far its sopairs and cxhibitions,
Utnforiunaiely, for the past several years, this fonding has dried up.

Tuol Sleng Genocide Meszum calls for imlemations] sogasiealions
and individwals thar despite and condemn crimes agains! umsmily, war crimes
and gemochoe tx help i mainlsin this museum in onder S0 preserve “5.21" os
& resinder nol only of Cambodin's reoret hisiory but of e inbumasity thal
sonmiclimses pgrodelms ondimary human beings.
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